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 THUS SPOKE ESKINDER NEGA 

                                                                      
 
                                                    “MUSINGS ON THE BATTLE OF MICE” 
                                                                           Eskinder Nega 
                                                                   Kality Gulag (Ethiopia) 

 
Eskinder Nega’s handwritten letter (below) from Kality Prison Gulag (a/k/a Meles Zenawi Prison) was released 
in the second half of 2015 in anticipation of President Barack Obama’s visit to Ethiopia. 
 
The letter is an extraordinary statement of political philosophy, a prophesy on the inevitability of freedom and 
democracy in Ethiopia, a reflection on the poison of ethnic politics in Africa, the promise of America and the 
trail of broken promises of Barack Obama, the politics of terrorism and American counter-terrorism and many 
other issues. 
 
Eskinder employs the “battle of (frogs) and mice” as an aphorism for African politics and superpower politics in 
Africa. In the original story attributed to Homer, the “battle of frogs and mice” is about betrayal, revenge, war 
and destruction over trivial matters with supernatural supporters. It is a cautionary tale about how Ethiopia 
and rest of Africa have become battlegrounds for superpower politics and various international forces. 
 
Eskinder Nega is an extraordinary Ethiopian journalist and an unapologetic defender of press freedom in 
Ethiopia. He has been a fearless critic of the ruling Thugtatorship of the Tigrean People’s Liberation Front (T-
TPLF) since 1993. Over the years, Eskinder and his wife Serkalem Fasil launched a number of newspapers in 
Ethiopia that were swiftly shuttered by the T-TPLF, including Ethiopis, Asqual, Satenaw and Menelik.  
Before his imprisonment on trumped up “terrorism” charges, Eskinder was a tireless blogger who had a wide 
readership in the Ethiopian Diaspora. Eskinder often called out T-TPLF abuse of power, corruption, and 
maladministration in his blogs. The T-TPLF has jailed Eskinder on bogus charges so many times, it is hard to 
keep count. 
 
On the personal order of the late T-TPLF leader Meles Zenawi, Eskinder was arrested and jailed in September 
2011 on trumped up charges of “terrorism”.  His “crime” was 1) criticizing the T-TPLF for its repression of press 
freedom, 2) condemning wholesale arrest and detention of journalists and 3) discussing the implications of the 
“Arab Spring” for Ethiopia. The T-TPLF organized a campaign of smear and fear against Eskinder in a futile 
attempt to portray him as a member of a “terrorist group”, a “spy for foreign forces” and as a “facilitator of 
terrorist attacks in Ethiopia. 
 
Eskinder Nega was sentenced to a term of 18 years in T-TPLF kangaroo (monkey) court along with 23 other 
political party leaders and journalists in July 2012. While in prison, Eskinder has received a number of the 
most prestigious international press awards for his defense of press freedom in Ethiopia. 
  
Alemayehu G. Mariam          
Brother, Friend and Defender of Eskinder Nega 
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